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Without a doubt, the three most credible legends of lost
gold in the Southwest are that of the Lost Dutchman
Mine, the Lost Adams Diggings and Victorio Peak.
Hundreds of people have searched for Adam's gold
since 1864. This two-part series presents the story of
the Lost Adams Diggings and the close involvement
with Socorro and Catron Counties.

THELEGEND

The Lost Adams Diggings are one of those stories of
gold found and gold lost. It isnot afictional story. The
known survivorstouted pretty much the same account.
They also had gold in their pockets to prove at least
some of their claims. They tried for years to find the
hidden canyonfull of placer goldtonoavail.

Many of the searches began in Reserve, Quemado,
Magdalena or Socorro. Their stories were recorded at
the time in old Socorro Chieftain newspapers,
McKennas "Black Range Tales' and Langford
Johnston's" Old MagdalenaCow Town," to nameafew.
J. Frank Dobi€'s historical novel "Apache Gold and
Yaqui Silver," first published in 1930, became the
definitiveexposéonthestory.

Forty yearsafter Dobie'sdeath, hisbook isstill inprint,
still selling about 2,000 copies every year to new
enthusiasts. In preparing for thisarticle, | have runinto
no less than five people actively searching for Adam'’s
Diggings. Adams hidden canyon is out there
somewhere, most likely in Catron or western Socorro
counties. It is clearly one of New Mexico's perpetual

legends, whether Adams canyon still hasgold or not - or
ever hadit.

Themain cluesto the story are given below. Grab your
map of New Mexico, or the one accompanying this
article (see next page), and follow along. Where do you
endupfortheLostAdamsDiggings?

APACHEGOLD

A wagonmaster named Adams, whose exact name is
not known with certainty, ran freight between Tucson
and California. After somebad luck onthetrail, loosing
hispack trainto A paches, hearrived with twelve horses
at the PimalIndian village of Sacaton. There hetold his
story to a cantina filled with desperatos and
prospectors.

One, a man named Brewer, paid for around of drinks
with a gold piece. A Mexican-Apache half breed,
named Gotch Ear, noticed the shiny gold pieceand told
the men "1 know a canyon in which you might load a
horse with this stuff in one day's gathering.” The
prospectorslistened to the story carefully. By theend of
theevening, goldfever grabbed themall. Adamsagreed
to furnish his horses for the expedition and the young
Indian agreedtolead them.

The expedition set out from Sacaton, near present day
Casa Grande, on August 20, 1864. Of the 22 men, only
fiveareknown with some certainty: Gotch Ear, Edward
(or John) Adams, John Brewer, Jack Davidson, and a
German named John Snively. These men were drifters
into the area, unfamiliar with the common landmarks,
depending entirely on Gotch Ear to lead the way. This
proved to be agrave mistake, astheir inattention to the
country prevented them from finding their destination
againinlater years.
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Gotch Ear led them down the Gila River in a general
northeast directionfor several days. OnAugust 25, they
camped in a saddle between two lofty peaks, believed
to be Mt. Ord and Mt. Baldy, near present day
Springerville, Arizona. This, and the following dates,
are those estimated by the author based on the various
accounts.

Thenext morning, Gotch Ear pointed out two mountain
peaks over 100 miles away to the northeast, telling
them the canyon with the gold is near those peaks,
about six days away. Retracing Adam's route,
historiansRichard and L oisFrench identified thesetwo
distant peaks as Veteado Peak - an 8,525 foot mountain
about 20 miles north northeast of Quemado. This has
not been missed by others, as the Veteado Peak, Zuni
Mountains and the Mal pais have been apopular search
locationsfor years.

On this author's visit, the twin peaks of 9,869 foot
Escondido Mountain and the Gallo M ountai ns, south of
Quemado, are more prominent. They are visible from
ground level, Veteado is not. Are these the peaks they
followed? Proper identification of the two peaks they
headedfor isacrucial cluetothestory.

The party descended the White M ountains, camping on
the east side of Round Valley with EscudillaMountain
to their south. From there, the next four dayswere over
high open country withrolling hills, mesasand draws.

On August 30, Adams believed they had crossed the
Continental Divide. They cameto the only wagon road
they had seen thusfar. Gotch Ear told them, "Mark this
road well. It leads to the fort in the malpais rocks." At
sundown, they camped near some pumpkin vines
Adamscalledthe" pumpkin patch.”
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The Adams party set off for western New Mexico from
the saddle between Mt. Ord and Mt. Baldy, shown here
near present day Springerville, Arizona. From here, the
party could see numerous mountains in Socorro and
Catron Counties, and north to the Zuni Mountains.

The Adams party supposedly followed the two-peaked
summit of Veteado Peak into western New Mexico.
Escondido Peak, south of Quemado, iseasily seen from
U.S. 60 near Springerville, AZ.; Veteado Peak is not. Are
these the mountains they followed?

It haslong been believed the"fortinthemalpais’ refers
to the first Fort Wingate, located south of present day
Grants. If thisistrue, Adamswaslikely ontheFt. Craig
to Ft. Wingate road, somewhere between the malpais
and Pie Town and east of the Continental Divide. The
nagging question about Adam's story is whether they
traveled east, or northeast, from Springervilleto figure
out where they crossed the Continental Divide and the
elusivewagonroad.

Early on August 31, the party rode through a narrow
canyon for two hours, topping out on uneven ground
studded with lava
rock. The guide
pointed out dos
piloncillos (two sugar
coned) shaped
mountains straight
ahead. Adams said
they looked like
haystacks. Gotch Ear
told them, "those
piloncillos are beyond
the canyon of gold.
They markitwell."

The tired party knew
they were getting
close. About mid-day
they came upon asolid
rock escarpment that
seemed impossible to
scale. The guide led
them to a secret door
behind a huge boulder
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Pelonas Peak (top) and
Mangas Mountain, along the

Continental Divide, have
both been thought to be the
mountain the Adam’s party
headedto from Arizona.

leading into anarrow, twisting canyon through the rock
barrier. Adamscalled thisthe"Zig Zag Canyon," which
after some difficulty emptied into apark, or valle, with
running water and asmall water fall at thefar end.

GOLDFOUND

As the men rode along the clear stream, several of the
prospectors recognized color in the gravel.
Dismounting with pans in hand, they immediately
began to recover gold. This canyon, with substantial
placer gold, isthefamed AdamsDiggings.

However, according to most accounts of this story,
Gotch Ear told them thiswas not the canyon of gold he
promised them. "The real gold pieces, the size of
acorns, lay in the next canyon." But, the men didn't
budge. They camped and were again panning out gold
at the crack of dawn the next day. Gotch Ear was paid
his gun, ammunition, two gold pieces, and the two
horses promised. He bid farewell to the men, never to
beheardfromagain.

Thenext day, Nanaand 30 A pachewarriorsappearedin
the canyon. Hetold the miners, in fluent Spanish, they
could graze their horses and dig for gold, but must not
go above the falls at the end of the canyon. The men
agreed, nodoubt relieved they still had their scal ps!

Nanatold Adamsthe canyonwascalled Sho-Ta-Hay by
the Tchihene people. After Nana's warning, the men
were convinced large deposits of gold were located in
the next canyon, just as Gotch Ear had told them.
However, Adams persuaded the miners to never
venture above the falls as Nana decreed, knowing it
would bringdoomtothemall.



Over the next week, most of the men mined out the
seemingly endless supply of gold from the stream as
others began building acabin. It was decided to put all
of thegold into acontainer, which was hidden under the
fireplace hearth in the cabin. The gold would be
distributed amongst the men evenly when they
departed the canyon. This was agreed by all except
Snively, the German. Dueto hisfear of theIndians, and
perhaps distrust of the men, heinsisted on his share at
theend of each day and livedinasmall cave away from
theothers.

Sno-Ta-Hay, the canyon of gold, has been sought for
ever since. From the clues so far, where do you think it
is? The Zuni's? The Malpais? Datils or Gallinas
mountains?

GOLDFOUND-GOLDLOST

About September 10, Adams selected six men to take
the wagon to the "fort in the malpais" for provisions,
placing John Brewer in charge. Brewer felt thefort was
about four days away and it would take eight days
round trip to make the journey, possibly indicating his
familiarity with the country. (Thisfact also becamethe
title of one of the better books on the Adams Diggings,
Four DaysFromFort Wingate, by Richard French)

The six men left for the fort while those that remained
behind continued to pan for gold —and await the return
of themenwith fresh provisions.

On September 19, the men were aday late. Adams and
Davidson left to see if they could spot the men. At the
entranceto the zig-zag canyon, they found five of them
— dead — mutilated by Apaches. John Brewer's body
could not be found. They hid the bodies in a crevice,
covering them with pack saddles and rocks, then
hurriedtowarntheothers.

As they approached Sno-Ta-Hay, they saw attacking
Apaches. Hiding in a safe place, they watched as they
danced around the slaughtered miners and burning
cabin, a festivity that lasted until the following
morning. Adams and Davidson hid all the next day for
fear of being spotted by theA paches.

After sunset, they finally ventured into the canyon,
checking the mutilated bodies, finding no survivors.
The collapsed, smouldering logs and scal ding stones of
the cabin prevented them from retrieving the gold
hidden under the hearth. Adams estimated the stash at
$100,000 based on $20 per ounce. They would have to
be content with the small amount of dust and a few
nuggetseach intheir pocketsuntil they couldreturnat a
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The Lost Adams Diggings are about a day’s travel east
of the Continental Divide. U.S. 60 crosses the divide
near the Sawtooth Mountains, east of Pie Town, NM.

|ater, and saf er, date.

Adamsand Davidson left the canyon, deciding to travel
only at night. While this kept them safe from the
Apaches, it also got them totally lost and disoriented.
About September 27, they were spotted by U.S.
soldiers and taken to Fort Apache, according to the
story. However, Fort Apache, near the San Carlos
Reservation, was not established until 1872, adding
another ambiguouscluetothestory.

One would think if Adams had been rescued by the
Army, he would have recalled the name of the fort in
later years. Jack Davidson, on the other hand, claims
they were taken to Fort Whipple, east of Prescott,
without mentioning Adams again. He never offers Fort
Wingate as a possibility. Another one of the mysteries
tryingtofollow thisstory.

THE SURVIVORS

Adams returned to his family in California, where he
remained for 10 years. In 1874, he returned to New
Mexico, searching for his lost gold until his death in
1886. He searched areasin Arizonafrom Springerville
to St. Johns, into the Zuni Mountains, the malpais, the
southern mountains along the Plains of San Augustin,
and the Gila. Thishuge chunk of country clearly shows
Adams didn't have a clue where his "hidden canyon"
was located. He claimed only the country around
Reserve and the Plains of San Augustin appeared
familiar, causing many treasure hunters over the years
tosearchintheGilaand PelonaPeak areas.

The elderly Jack Davidson returned to his family in
Ohio and died shortly thereafter. He played no further



roleinthelegend. However, in 1929, hisdaughter came
forward with his journal, and a map, showing the
canyoninthe Zuni Mountains. Thisfueled hundreds of
searches to that area, including the first known aerial
search in 1930, keeping the Zuni Mountains afavorite
search areatothisday.

Adams and Davidson assumed they were the only
survivors. However, over the following years, it
became obvious there were likely two other survivors:
John Snively and John Brewer.

JOHN SNIVELY

John Snively, the German, apparently survived aswell.
Perhaps due to his extreme mistrust of the Indians and
living separately from the other men. He arrived at
PinosAltoswith "gold nuggets he had found about 125
miles due north after narrowly escaping the A paches."”
(Clue: 125 milesnorth of PinosAltoswould be near Pie
Town). Cashing in hisnuggetsfor $13,000, hereturned
to Arizona, swearing never to return to the wild Indian
country of New Mexico. Unfortunately, Snively was
killedin 1871 on hisranch near Prescott— by Apaches.

Before leaving New Mexico, he told several soldiers
where to find the hidden canyon, recorded in
McKennas "Black Range Tales." This account hasled
many treasure hunters into the Plains of San Augustin
andtheGallinasMountains.

JOHNBREWER

The leader of the supply wagons, John Brewer, turned
out to bethemaost surprising survivor, writing adetailed
account of the expedition and his escape in the El Paso
Herald in 1928. His account closely collaborated
Adams, even though neither knew the other had
survived.

New Mexico historian Jack Purcell, author of the book
“The Lost Adams Diggings,” documents Brewer’s
arrival on the Tenney Ranch, north of Springerville,
with hiswife and children in 1886. Shortly thereafter,
Brewer was a wealthy rancher and landowner in
Mexico. Unlike Adams, Brewer spent very little time
searching for the gold — perhaps because he had found
it! Brewers account has led many searches around St.
Johnsto FencelL ake.

| find the Brewer account to bethe most interesting.

In short, Brewer states after the Apache attack, he too
traveled only at night, following the moon eastward.
This is in the opposite westward or soutwestward
direction taken by Adamsand Davidson.
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The Gallinas Mountains define the northern edge of the
Plains of San Augustin. Tres Montosas is on the right.
These were favorite hunting grounds for Nana and the
Warm Springs Apache.Isitalso hometo Sno-Ta-Hay?

After several days, exhausted, starving and sick, hewas
found by afriendly Indian village and tendered back to
good health. Hedid not know what type of Indiansthey
were. He suspected Pueblo Indians. Regaining his
health, the Indians showed him the trail to the Rio
Grande. Reaching theriver aday later, hewalked seven
miles north, crossing to the east side, entering an
unnamed village, where eventually he caught awagon
train to Santa Fe. He was not heard from again until his
brief returnin 1886.

Historians struggle with Brewer's account, not
knowing where he started, what Indian Pueblo he
stumbled across, what dry river he waked down,
where he ran into the Rio Grande, or what village he
arrived to find a wagon train. They claim the Indian
village must have been Laguna Pueblo, finding the Rio
Grande somewhere around Los Lunas. This scenario
doesnot well fit Brewersdescription, however.

For those of usliving in Socorro County, and familiar
with the geography, Brewer's trek seems obvious and
fits his account nearly perfectly. It's a wonder why it
hasn't occurredto any of theresearchers.

If the Lost Adams Diggingsisin the general region of
western New Mexico east of Springerville, an eastward
routewouldlead oneintotheAlamocito and Rio Salado
drainage basin, gouging it's way through the maze of
mesa's and mountains north of the Gallinas Mountains.
Thisregionisalso south of old Fort Wingate.

Some distance down the Rio Salado, you'll cometo the
Alamo village. In 1864, this was an ancient pueblo on
the Rio Salado inhabited by both the puebl o people and



a band of Navajos escaping Canyon de Chelly. It was
years later, the census prior to the 1912 New Mexico
statehood, that this "lost band of Navajos' was
discovered and identified by the government. They
were allowed to keep their land, today known as the
Alamo Navago Indian Reservation and Alamo
community.

From the Alamo, down the Rio Salado to the east about
30 miles, isthe Rio Grande. The confluence of the Rio
Salado and the Rio Grandeisnorth of thevillage of San
Acacia. Seven miles north on the east side of the Rio
Grande, exactly as Brewer described, isthetown of La
Joya.

From Mesillato Belen, LaJoyaisone of the few towns
ontheeast side of theriver, eventoday. It wasapopul ar
stop and staging area for wagons traveling along El
Camino Real. If you were going to hitch arideto Santa
Fe on a wagon, this famous Camino Real landmark
would betheplace, fitting Brewer’ sdescription.

If thisscenario iscorrect, it again pointsto the western
region of the Rio Salado as the location of the Lost
Adams Diggings. This would place Sno-To-Hay and
the zig-zag canyon near the Catron and Socorro County
lines, north of the Plains of San Agustin, likely in or
aroundtheGallinasMountains.

BAXTER-McKENNAACCOUNT

Jason Baxter, a Gila rancher, was told how to find the
canyon where a German named John Snively had
brought out $13,000 of gold in the 1860's. In 1877 or
1878, Baxter and John Adair set off from Gila Hot
Springs and found the canyon with the burned cabin
and panned somegold. A bad thunderstorm and injuries
from an Indian attack forced them from staying any
length of time.

Sevenyearslater, Baxter again set off to find the hidden
canyon, thistime taking along friend James M cK enna.
Both expeditions are recorded in detail in McKenna's
"Black Range Tales' and the foundation for the movie
“McKenna's Gold.” These two accounts contain
important clues to the Lost Adams Diggings, though
calledthe Snively Diggingsintheaccount.

First, the 1877 and 1884 searchesareamong theearliest
documented, before the story began to grow,
exaggerate and get distorted. Secondly, it is based on
Snively's escape and has nothing to do with Adams
constantly changing versions of the story over the
years. It is pristine, and again, points to the Datil or
GalinasMountainsquiteprecisely.

Both expeditions are virtually identical, leaving from
GilaHot Springs, along thewest fork of the GilaRiver,
turning north through Turkey Feather Pass into Iron
Creek, then north into the EIk Mountains. Crossing
over the divide near the head of Negryto (sic) Creek,
they boreright, crossing foothillsand came out onto the
San Augustin Plains on the south end, making a dry
campfor thenight.

The second night they camped at a water hole on the
plains. The third day, they entered the mountains
through a copper stained canyon about 300 feet wide
and 150 feet deep. This would have to be the Datil or
Gallinas Mountains, north of present day U.S. 60. And
those familiar with these mountains can come closer
than that!

Baxter remarks how the canyon, now full of rocks,
appearsdifferent from hisfirst trip, asif disturbed by an
earthquake. Coming out of the canyon, Baxter pointsto
the next mountain to the northeast, calling it "lIsland
Mountain." He tells McKenna, "Don't it look like
pictures of the pyramids of Egypt? After we pass
through the natural gateway, we'll soon bein the gulch
of thediggings.”
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This pointed hill, high in the Gallinas Mountains,
overlooks the Plains of San Augustin. Is this Baxter’s
“Island Mountain” looking like a pyramid? About a mile
to the westis avery rock strewn canyon, fitting Baxter’s

description of a canyon “full of rocks ... as if disturbed

by an earthquake.”

Camping for the night, Baxter points out the
Magdalena Mountain where the face of Mary
Magdaleneisonthe east face. Another very strong clue
they were not inthemal paisasclaimed by some!

From thisdescription, it appearsthey are clearly in the
canyons, mesas and mountains along the western
portion of the Rio Salado and Alamocito Creeks.



Baxter and McKenna arrive at 1sland Mountain about
10 am., searching for the narrow opening leading into
the park, Adam's zig-zag canyon. On Baxter's second
trip, he was unabl e to recognize the exact location due
to suspected earthquake damage. " The mountain looks
like it was busted open by a large explosion” he told
McKenna.

Unsuccessful at finding the canyon, they leave for
Reserve, arriving severa days later at the McKenzie
Ranch on thewest fork of the Gila. Here they weretold
Geronimo had escaped from San Carlos and had been
seen in the area, and Grover Cleveland had just been
elected president. This is important in dating the
McKenna account, as he does not identify the date of
this expedition other than "in March." Cleveland was
elected president in November 1884. Geronimo
escaped from San Carlos in 1881 and again in early
1885. Therefore, this second expedition must have
occurred in March 1885. The first expedition, being 7
yearsbeforeinAugust, would have beenin 1878.

A few days after arriving at the McKenzie Ranch,
Baxter waskilled by A paches.

ONEMORECLUE

One of theinteresting accountsisthat by James Chase,
a Socorro merchant. In 1878, he was the Indian Trader
at the Ojo Caliente Army post, where he had befriended
Nana.

One day, Nana told Chase he would take him to a
canyonwherehe couldload amulewithmoregold than
it could carry. When Chase asked where this canyon
was, Nana pointed to the northwest and said, " Sno-Ta
Hay istwo daysfor awhiteman, oneday for anIndian."
Chase wrote the strange name on the back of aledger,
which he kept for proof in later years while living in
Socorro.

A modest pace on horseback is 30-35 miles a day, at
least for a white man! A line 60-70 miles long drawn
from Ojo Calienteto thenorthwest landsinthe Gallinas
Mountains.

There are many theories as to the direction of travel of
the Adam's party and where the Lost Diggings are
located. Thisisone. My interpretation of the accounts
of Adams, Brewer, Baxter and Chase seem to point to
the Datil or Galinas Mountains. There are several
contemporary historians trying to locate Sno-Ta-Hay
from Reserve to the Zuni Mountains.. Only the book
"Four Daysfrom Fort Wingate" zeroesinonthisarea.
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Warm Springs Apache Chief Nana, taken in the studio of
Socorro photographer Joseph Smith. According to
family members, Nana showed up late one night and
told Smith he wanted his photograph taken. Smith
obliged, capturing one of the few known images of the
famous Apache Chief.

Next month, the legend continues. Part 2 will present
some of the expeditions from Socorro and Magdalena
"inthe old days" that were partly successful in finding
the canyon, such as by Magdalena Sheriff Bob Lewis.
What isthe origin of thetown called Adams Diggings?
And, photos of two different canyons found over the
yearsbelievedto betheactual siteby somehistorians.
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Other photographs by Paul Harden not published in the original article:

The Sawtooth Mountains viewed from the Continental The Sawtooth Mountains viewed from U.S. Highway 60
Divide near Pie Town, NM. on the way towards Datil, NM.

The Sawtooth Mountains have always been popular
hunting grounds for the Lost Adams Diggings. Indeed,
they have a mysterious, ominous appearance with
narrow canyons and “haystack” type mountains.
However, it is a small mountain range, not fitting the
distance descriptions, and nothing close to the zig-zag
canyon or gold mineralization has ever been found. The
Sawtooth mountains are photogenic and distinctive,
and would certainly have been recognized by Adams on
hisreturn trips.



